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Our weekly programming includes RXN Youth Bible Study, Young
Disciples Children’s Bible Study, one-on-one tutoring and mentoring,
and Leadership Academy.   Additionally, seasonal activities include
Jesus Fun Days, skills camps, the Prayer Tent, and Community Arts
Camp.  These programs of RTNI introduce neighbors, mentors and
students to meaningful relationships.

Because RTNI focuses on relationship building, so much more happens
outside of our programs.  Connecting with students as FAMILY has
been especially important during the past year as Covid-19 has effected
our communities drastically. Being a part of our neighbors' every-day
lives allows ministry to be flexible and relevant in every season.

This year, that looked like providing 3,600 lunches for the first 10 weeks
of the stay-at-home order, outdoor activities like walks and bike rides,
and serving 74 students at our Learning Extension Centers.

In addition to Milo-Grogan, RTNI has grown to serve students and
families in the Linden, Trevitt, and Northland communities.  RTNI now
has multiple “Jesus Houses” and partners with dozens of churches and
organizations to see transformative, Christ-centered change in the
communities we serve.
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MINISTRY IS A LIFESTYLE, NOT AN EVENT, 
WHEN YOU ARE A PART OF THE RTNI FAMILY.

WHAT WE DO



HOW WE GOT HERE
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STUDENTS

When Aaron and Emily Starr moved to Milo-Grogan with a vision to
disciple people in hard places, Reaching the Nations International (RTNI)
was born. 

The Starrs made their personal home on 2nd Avenue a base of ministry in
February 2007, and since that time, more than 950 youth have spent time
in their home or participated in RTNI activities. They connect through
board games and meals, and talk about how God impacts their every-day
lives. 

Over 500 volunteers have been a part of the RTNI family, and each have
been changed by the bright, tenacious youth they serve. RTNI recognizes
urban youth as uniquely equipped to be leaders and influencers for the
Kingdom of God because of their connection to both the suffering and
compassion of Jesus.

VISION: People in hard communities everywhere reached with the gospel
and equipped to reach others.

MISSION: Empowering people to live out their identity in Christ through
life-on-life discipleship.



LAST 5 YEARS
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350+
YOUTH IN RTNI

PROGRAMS8,000+
YOUTH DROP-IN VISITS

400+
VOLUNTEERS

20,000+
HOURS OF SERVICE



MY NAME IS ALIYA
I AM RTNI
My name is Aliya. I am a fourth year social work major at OSU, and I believe
that we should involve ourselves with the things that are important to God.
When I signed up to tutor a student through RTNI, I was uncertain about how
it would go. I did not have a lot of experience working with kids.

As time went on, I grew more and more attached to this ministry and the kids
that so eagerly show up each week. My time here has been an extreme
blessing from God.  It has deepened my love for young people and has taught
me how much God delights in His children. He wants us to encounter Him,
even at a young age. RTNI exists for that reason!

My student Jazmyne is funny, kind and so intelligent. I have loved getting to
know her over the past two years, as well as the other girls in the house
where we meet each week.  As of late, Jazmyne and I have been working on
our communication skills. Whenever we are not comfortable with something
or are angry, we are doing our best to respectfully express that with one
another. It has not been the easiest task before us.  However, I appreciate the
moments where she puts the advice I have been giving her into practice. In
return, it is up to me to listen to her concerns and respond in an impactful
way. This helps us understand each other better. 

The community and friendship I have found in the other tutors has also
encouraged me in my relationship with God. I am so appreciative of RTNI and
all the leaders who work so diligently because they love God and kids!
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MY NAME IS TIZON
I AM RTNI

My name is Tizon and I graduated from Leadership Academy (LA) in 2019. 
It was relevant to me because I am excited about becoming a better leader.  
I want to be a positive influence to those around me and help change the
world in a meaningful way.  

LA helped me learn how to do that. For example, I had a lot of fun playing the
balloon game. There were a lot of rules. Your balloon couldn’t touch the
ground, no one else’s balloon could touch you, you couldn’t look anyone in
the eyes, and you couldn’t speak.  If you broke any of those rules you were
out. The big challenge was being honest about actually following the rules.  
It really highlighted our core value of INTEGRITY – doing the right thing even
when no one is looking. We talked through how we cheated or were tempted
to cheat, if we thought we could get away with it.  We then discussed other
real life situations where we might be tempted to compromise our integrity. 

The Conflict Resolution theme was also really powerful. We learned about
different ways to deal with conflict and were given tools to resolve conflict
peacefully.  We might not be able to control when or how conflict will come
to us, but we can learn to control our responses, avoid dangerous situations,
show respect, and hopefully be respected back. I personally learned how to
communicate better and also the difference between hearing and listening.
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GIVE TO RTNI!
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Over the past year, we have seen God provide in unique and unexpected ways. In-kind
donations of supplies and services, grants we didn’t even apply for, and generous gifts
from dozens of donors are examples of how God has been providing in a time when
ministry needs have been greater than ever.  Would you like to be a part of this
exciting provision?  Below are two of our current needs.

SUMMER FUN
After a long winter of isolation and uncertainty, children everywhere are suffering
from emotional stress. We are creating Summer Fun Camps to engage our youth in
joyful, outdoor activities. Kids will regain their confidence as they connect with God
and caring adults. This can only happen with a team of skilled staff and faithful
volunteers. We are raising funds for salaries and supplies.

GROWTH
When Aaron and Emily chose to leave behind other careers and pursue urban ministry
full time, they started with salaries well below market rate to make sure that RTNI
could sustain the growth. In November 2020, a former student asked them to adopt
her baby, due in May 2021. They began the adoption process, and are now raising
funds to increase their salaries as their family grows. Additionally, RTNI is anticipating
two new full-time hires this year to expand ministry and programs and create
efficiencies for maximized ministry impact.

 

Anchoring Sponsor | $11,500 & above 
Champion Sponsor | $5,000 - $11,499 
Advocate Sponsor | $2,500 - $4,999 
Supporter Sponsor | $1,000 - $2,499 
Friend Sponsor | $350 - $999

How To Give:
Checks may be written to RTNI and mailed to P.O. Box 2556 Columbus, OH 43216, OR
give via our secure donations portal at reachtni.org/donate

(Give by April 30 to be included in our May 6 Event Program)

SPONSORSHIP

http://reachtni.org/donate/


During this 30 minute online event, you will learn about the mission, vision and
programs of RTNI.  You'll hear inspiring stories of our past year, and learn about our

plans for the rest of 2021!
 

Date: Thursday, May 6,  6:30 PM
 

Register and learn more at reachtni.org/events
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RTNI FUNDRAISER

https://reachtni.org/events/

